Course Description Form

Course number and section: ENGL 377 and CULT 305
Course Topic:  Reading Canadian Screens
Credits: 3

Term: Winter 11

Instructor: Daniel Keyes

Course Description:

This course focuses on Canadian screen culture by focusing on the Okanagan as setting for
screen narratives and site of production for American runaway production and reality TV. It
necessarily considers American and Anglo-Canadian cultural imperialism and colonization.
Nationalism and national identity, and regionalism have been central to Canadian culture
generally, and they are crucial to understanding the context of film and television production and
reception in this country and in this region. We will begin this course by viewing one of the
earliest Canadian-made film and feminist classic Back to God’s Country (1919) to explore how
Canadian cinema and television originated and continues to flourish on the margins of popular
entertainment in Canada leveraging tropes of a gendered cold wild north. Then we will survey 1.
the conditions limiting films growth in Canada and the more recent history of production of
runaway production in Canada, 2. Okanagan 1980 auteur driven locally shot and based narrative
films, 3. Okanagan Film Commission and BC filmmaking and its histories and the
Hallmark/Lifetime channel era of the 2000s, 4. Contemporary Okanagan settler whiteness and
masculinities, 5. Indigenous Okanagan screen cultures, and 6. Streaming Video on Demand
Okanagan cinema
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Possible feature length films: Back to God’s Country, David Hartford, 1919; Pen-Hi Grad,
Sandra Wilson + NFB, 1975;The Grey Fox, Phillip Borso, 1982; My American Cousin, Sandy
Wilson, 1985; Fido, Andrew Currie, 2006; Gunless, William Phillips, 2010; Mountain Men,
Cameron Labine 2014; Anthem of a Teenage Prophet, Robyn Hays, 2018; Eddy’s Kingdom,
Greg Crompton, 2020; The Lake / nxa?Xa?itk, John Bolton, 2021; Until Branches Bend, Sophie
Jarvis, 2022; Drinkwater, Stephen Campanelli, 2021, and Hallmark Christmas movies and
Lifetime channel movies.

YouTube Shorts

Kelownafornia, Halanna Van Driel, 2017.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1Ja3LaQJ{E&t=54s



https://experimentalforest.ca/Until-Branches-Bend-1
https://stephencampanelli.com/drinkwater
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1Ja3LaQJfE&t=54s

Dollah D - Kelownafornia Ft. Profreshnill & Phillie Tha Kyd (Official Video HD), Tactics
Entertainment 2012, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dj0kWQPPBis

Kelowna Okanagan Valley, BC / Some People Say This Place Doesn’t Exist. Tourism Kelowna,
2016. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cohNti8 SSo

Reel Life. YouTube channel dedicated to uploading old Okanagan amateur films:
https://www.youtube.com/@ReelLifeCanada

Wilden—Kelowna Communities. Living in Kelowna, BC. 2022.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u40dTpvyRXQ

National Film Board Documentary

Okanagan Dreams. Annie O'Donoghue, 2001,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yA4z0Hw210Q

Pen-Hi Grad, Sandra Wilson + NFB https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KW&8JRd62-Ko

Note: Access to film due to restriction on educational licensing may mean we cannot access all
these films. I have invited two Vancouver-based filmmakers to talk about their “Okanagan”
based films.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dj0kWQPPBis
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https://www.youtube.com/@ReelLifeCanada
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u40dTpvyRXQ
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KW8JRd62-Ko
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