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Course number and section:   ARTH 385 001 
Course Topic:     African Dress and Fashion 
Credits:   3-0-0 

Term:     Term 2 

Instructor:  Suzanne Gott 

 

Course Description: 

This course provides a critical examination of historical and contemporary African dress and 
fashion—a dynamic area of study and research focusing on Africa’s most fundamental and 
universal form of aesthetic practice. The course will address: the cultural, gendered, life-cycle, 
and political significance of local dress traditions; the politics of dress and fashion in colonial, 
Independence-era, postcolonial, and neocolonial contexts; and processes of transcultural 
exchange and cosmopolitanism in historical and contemporary dress and fashion. Reading 
assignments are designed to increase critical skills in reading and analyzing selected case studies 
from a multidisciplinary perspective, combining art history, anthropology, and fashion studies.  
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