
Course Number and Section:  ENGL 349C.001 

Course Title and/or Topic: 17th-Century Literature: Race and Gender in Seventeenth-Century Literature 

Credits:  3 

Term: Winter T2, 2020 (Jan.-April, 2021) 

 

 

Course Description: 

This course examines how literary works reflect and respond to social, political, and religious change in 

the context of revolution. In this section of “17th-Century Literature” we will historicize concepts of 

“race” and “gender” within an early modern context in England and the Americas. 

 

Our readings and discussions will include consideration of the following: 

• the social politics of gendered and racialized bodies 

• representations of Jewish, African, and Indigenous peoples in early modern English literature 

• constructions of female subjectivity and sexuality in early modern England and the colonies 

• homoeroticism in early modern English literary cultures 

• postcolonial perspectives on early modern “voyages of discovery” 

• connections between slavery, commerce, and colonization 

• the politics of literary and theoretical canons in relation to gender and race 

• patriarchal culture in early modern England and its colonies 

• public and private spheres in seventeenth-century patriarchal cultures 

 

Method of Course Delivery:  

On-Campus. At present, Term 2 courses are scheduled to return to face-to-face, live classroom delivery in 

January 2021. 

 

Required Readings (subject to revision prior to beginning of term) 

Bacon, Francis. The New Atlantis 

Behn, Aphra. Oroonoko, or the Royal Slave and The Widow Ranter 

Cary, Elizabeth. The Tragedy of Mariam, the Fair Queen of Jewry 

Cavendish, Margaret. The Convent of Pleasure and two short stories: “Assaulted and Pursued Chastity,” 

and “The Contract”  

Neville, Henry. Isle of Pines  

Rowlandson, Mary. A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson 

Shakespeare, William. The Tragedy of Othello, the Moor of Venice and The Merchant of Venice 

Smith, John. Excerpts on Pocahontas from The Generall Historie of Virginia 

Speght, Rachel. A Mouzell For Melastomus, The Cynicall Bayter of, and foule mouthed Barker against 

Evahs Sex 

Reeves, Margaret. Course Reader for ENGL 349C 001 including a selection of critical readings on gender 

and race as well as and selected poems and excerpts by Behn, Cavendish, Donne, Milton, 

Shakespeare, and King James I. 

 

Links to any additional required electronic and digital materials will be made available online in Canvas 

and/or placed on reserve in the UBCO library. 

 

 
Additional Required Resources  

1. A printout of the MLA Citation Style Guide, 8th edition, produced by UBC Okanagan Library. 

2. A glossary or dictionary of literary terms (available through UBCO Library). A list of recommended 

glossaries and dictionaries is posted on Canvas. 


