
Course Number and Section: 153.001 

Course Name or Topic: Readings in Narrative 

Credits: 3 

Term: Winter T1, 2020 (Sept.-Dec., 2020) 

Instructor: George Grinnell 

 

 

Course Description:  

Narratives shape our lives. Human beings tell stories and reflect on stories. We make sense of our lives 

and the world around us by telling and receiving stories. This course seeks to understand how narratives 

function and why they matter.  

The course takes as one of its abiding principles that cultural narratives are fundamentally social: 

they can impact our everyday lives and are not simply entertaining diversions from reality. We will 

consider how they help to create, reinforce, and challenge how we perceive and understand the world 

around us.  

Emphasis will also be placed upon developing an understanding of theory and methods useful for 

the study of narratives, including visual narratives, short stories, novels, speculative fiction, poetry, 

creative nonfiction, and a memoir. Significant time and attention will be given to developing successful 

and sophisticated university-level writing and argumentation, skills that will be an asset to you for your 

entire university career 

 

Method of Course Delivery: 

This course will run online with both real-time (synchronous) sessions and self-guided (asynchronous) 

materials. Expect approximately 2/3 of the course to proceed asynchronously, with approximately 1 hour 

per week spent synchronously. For a fuller description of synchronous and asynchronous, see below. 

 

Tentative Reading List (still in process): 

They Say/I Say by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein, 4th edition 

Bellevue Square by Michael Redhill 

Signs Preceding the End of the World by Yuri Herrera 

From the Graveyard of the Arousal Industry by Justin Pearson 

Narrative Theory by George Grinnell (available for free via Canvas) 

Anthology of Readings edited by George Grinnell (available for free via Canvas) 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Synchronous: Some or all of the scheduled class hours are spent in a real-time, online virtual classroom, 

with the instructor and registered students in attendance; these class hours may be devoted to lecture, 

discussion, group work, or other real-time virtual learning activities. Consult your instructor for specifics. 

 

Asynchronous: Refers to course instruction delivered in the form of materials that can be accessed and 

worked through at the student’s own pace; these materials might include recorded lectures or power point 

demonstrations, required readings, etc. Consult your instructor for specifics. 


