
Course Description Form 

 

Course number and section:   CRWR 160 001 (Online) 
Course Topic:     Introduction to Writing Fiction and Drama 
Credits:   3  

Term:     Term 1, online delivery 

Instructor:  Anne Fleming 

 

Course Description (aim for no more than 80 – 100 words for your course description):   

This course aims to make you conversant in the language of craft in the writing of fiction, stageplay and 
screenplay and to make you aware how stories are put together as you read contemporary fiction, 
watch contemporary plays and films — and write your own. My goal for the course is that you find what 
you want to write about and to write it in a way that is true to you and your perceptions and thinking 
and experience and way of being in the world, while also recognizing the professional standards of 
writing for publication and/or production. 

 

Tentative Reading List:  (Be as concise as possible with your reading list, but please also specify the 
genre of each required text.  See sample below) 
• A selection of five contemporary Canadian short stories likely drawn from the annual 
anthology of best Canadian stories, The Journey Prize Stories, e.g., “She Is Water,” by Darlene 
Naponse, “Whale Stories,” by Theodora Armstrong, “Why I Read Beowulf,” by Shashi Bhat, 
“What We Wanted,” by Michael V. Smith 
• A selection of contemporary short plays drawn from anthologies like Take Ten: 10-minute 
Plays and Brave New Play Rites, e.g., “Fistfight with God,” by Kevin Chong, “Mrs. Sorken,” by 
Christopher Durang, selections from 365 Days, 365 Plays by Suzan-Lori Parks 
• One full-length award-winning recent Canadian stage play, e.g., Other Side of the Game, by 
Amanda Parris 
• One full-length screenplay, likely Toy Story 
 
 

Other:  NOTE: This is an online course, and was designed to be so even before COVID. Students will 
workshop their writing in small groups, as well as complete weekly modules including instruction, 
discussion, and writing exercises. 

 


